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His ministry of compassion and justice in our daily lives and ministries, we might 

grow in faith and numbers and proclaim God’s reign of love to all. 
 

July 2019 
 

In appreciation to the brave men and women in our armed forces, we salute you! 

ATTENTION:  
Our Website has been fully updated! Go ahead and check it out! 

tlcbogotanj.org 



Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
I hope you all had a wonderful 4th of July Holiday!  
Summer is here, and although things have slowed 
down for the season, the Church Council and 
numerous volunteers are still working hard for our 
Church.  To date are some of the projects that are 
ongoing or have been completed.  We urge all 
members to be involved to help Trinity be the best 
it can be! 
 
Pastoral Call Process: 
The Church Council and Call Committee have 
completed Trinity’s Ministry Site Profile and will 
be meeting with the Bishop on July 29th.  The 
purpose is to review the submitted mission 
exploration information and discuss implications 
to further clarify the needs and expectations for 
ministry in and through the congregation.  The 
information provided in this meeting will then be 
used by the Bishop in making candidate 
recommendations to the Church Council and Call 
Committee.  This is the beginning process to 
identify, interview, select and nominate a 
candidate for the consideration of the pastoral call 
committee! 
 
36 Bergen Avenue House: 
On July 2, 2019, Trinity sold Douglas Campbell’s 
House (36 Bergen Avenue House) to a young 
couple for $415,000, with net proceeds of $390,000!  
We wish them well in their new first home!  The 
Church Council will soon determine how the 
proceeds from the sale will be invested and in what 
specific ways the funds will be used. 
 
New Church Office Secretary: 
We are looking for a new Church Office Secretary!  
Meghan Pulido is currently filling in until we fill 
the position.  If you or someone you know is 
interested, please contact Troy Pulido. 
 
 

Sewage Drainage Project: 
Many thanks to Manny Occhiogrosso and Larry 
Rutz for working with our contractor in 
completing the sewage drainage project!  This will 
prevent flooding of the undercroft and basement 
area during heavy rains as we had experienced in 
the past. 
 
Prayer Garden Committee: 
Helen Heinemann, our Sister in Christ, bequeathed 
to Trinity $15,000 to be used as the Church sees fit.  
It was decided to use these funds to create a prayer 
garden in the Jesus statue courtyard area. The 
committee is working hard to design the garden! 
 
Stair Chair Project: 
We have contracted a vendor to install two stair 
chairs in the main church entrance.  These chairs 
will lead up to the sanctuary and down to the 
undercroft.  Once completed, Trinity will be 
completely handicap accessible! 
 
School and Church Websites and Facebook: 
Together with the School, we are looking to re-
design our websites and Facebook pages! Features 
include donations online, school tuition payments 
online and tons of information for current and new 
members to enjoy! 
 
Revision of the Monthly Newsletter: 
We are working to revise our monthly newsletter 
to make it more exciting, and we need your ideas!  
So far, we are looking to add a member birthday 
section, congregational news and announcements, 
suggestion box, “Earliest Memories of Trinity” 
section, etc.  Please write your ideas on the blue 
flyer located in the Fellowship Hall and submit to 
the Church Office. 
 
Yours in Christ, 
 
Troy Pulido, Council President 



JULY BIRTHDAYS! 

We have some awesome 
birthdays coming up in the 
congregation for this month: 

Troy Pulido - July 1st 

Diane Occhiogrosso - July 4th 

Brendan Pulido - July 14th 

Eunice Wendel - July 17th 

Have an awesome Birthday!!! 

RED, WHITE & BLUE BBQ!
On Saturday, August 
3rd at 3:00pm, The 
Ladies Auxilaries of 
the West Paterson 
Passaic Valley House 
Co. #2 and the 
American Legion are 
hosting a Red, White 
and Blue BBQ! Tickets 
are $25 per person 
who wants to attend. 
If you’re interested, 
please contact Nancy 
Markowski at 973-464-8944. See the picture 
for details! 

CHURCH DIRECTORY UPDATE 

The church directory needS to be updated 
with all new information! We have been 
utilizing the one in the office since 2014 and 
it’s time for an upgrade! Please take the time 
to send your information to the church 
office. Physical forms to complete are located 
in the fellowship hall and need to be 
submitted to the church office. If you have ay 
questions, please contact Meghan Pulido! 

TLC BLOOD DRIVE 

Trinity Lutheran Church will be hosting 
another Blood Drive this year! If you are able 
to donate blood, come to the Fellowship 
Hall on July 30th from 3:00pm to 8:00pm to 
help save a life! If you donate, you’ll receive a 
$10 Stop & Shop gift card! Please contact 
Nicole Occhiogrosso 
to schedule your 
appointment today 
(see our flyer on the 
next page)! 

TEA AND COOKIES! 
 In lieu of coffee hour for the months of July 

and August, we will be serving tea and 

cookies after the Sunday Worship Services! 

If anyone would like to donate ice tea, juice, 

and cookies, please bring them with you to 

the Sunday Services. If anyone has 

questions, you can contact Kim Pulido at 

kapactg@yahoo.com!  

CHRISTMAS AT SEA 
 The Seamen's Church Institute invites you 

knit or crochet a garment to warm mariners’ 

hearts and heads this winter. If you need 

patterns, Nancy 

Markowski will 

provide the patterns in 

church! In the Fall, we 

will start making 

goodie bags for them 

and chap stick, puzzle 

books, and other 

goodies can be donated to the church. If you 

have any questions, contact Nancy or Cora! 





VOICE  OF  TLS  
From Our School’s Principal: 

During the month of June, Trinity Lutheran School held 

graduations for all of its six classes!  This year we had the 

pleasure of having 66 students become part of the Trinity 

Lutheran School family! The attached picture is of the Pre-K 4 

graduating class of 2019. Congratulations to the students as we 

wish them luck entering Kindergarten in the fall! 



Our Church Council President, Troy Pulido, was asked by the Borough of Bogota to 
give some history about the church from 1918 to 2019 for the town’s newsletter! Check 

out the church’s history as we go through the years of ministry, service, and 
community involvement! 

The first worship service of Trinity Evangelical 

Lutheran Church was conducted on November 10, 1918 at 

the Central Avenue Fire House by the Reverend F.P. 

Wilhelm, Mission Director of the Atlantic District of the 

Lutheran Church, Missouri Synod.  Thirty- five adults and 

eight children were present. 

Services were held regularly for the tiny 

congregation by visiting pastors until Reverend Daniel M. 

Kleist was installed as the first resident Pastor on September 

9, 1919.  The Church became incorporated on September 

19, 1919 with the following officers: John F.W. Kroeger, 

President; Julius Paul, Secretary; 

and Adolph Fleischmann, 

Treasurer. 

The present location of 

Trinity Church on Palisade Avenue 

was acquired in 1919 and 

groundbreaking ceremonies for a 

church edifice were held on March 

15, 1920.  Since that time, several 

additions have been made to the 

original building.  In 1937 the 

undercroft was enlarged for Sunday 

School use and in 1951, the entire 

building was expanded.  In 1961, 

the congregation demolished the 

rectory which had housed its 

pastors since 1926 and erected a new educational building 

for its Sunday School.  In 2016, the church underwent a 

major renovation of the Sanctuary and Fellowship Hall. 

In addition to Reverend Kleist who was the Pastor 

from September 1919 to 1946, Trinity has been served by 

the following ministers:  The Reverend Louis C. Meyer, 

1947 to 1956, The Reverend Doctor Walter C. Martin, 1957 

to 1981 (the congregation moved from the Missouri Synod 

to the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA) in 

1975), The Reverend Doctor Stephen P. Bouman, 1981 to 

1992 (Dr. Bouman left to become Vice Bishop of the New 

York Diocese), The Reverend David J. Meyers, 1994 to 

2006, The Reverend Peter A. Olsen, 2008 to 2018 and The 

Reverend Rachel  M. Zarnke, Youth Minister, 2015 to 2018.  

Currently the Church is in search of a new Minister. 

The Church opened Trinity Lutheran Nursery School 

in 1982 as a part of its educational ministry, and it has been 

in continuous operation since then.  Today, the school offers 

programs for toddlers through Kindergarten, including our 

new Universal Pre-K programs for three and four-year olds.  

Trinity School offers the children of Bergen County an 

atmosphere of Christian love in which to grow and develop 

socially, academically, and spiritually. 

On November 18, 2018 Trinity celebrated its 100 

year anniversary!  So many people have walked through our 

doors through the years in search of 

God and fellowship. It was a 

reminder to us that our church has 

had such a profound, positive 

influence on the spiritual health and 

well-being of so many people and 

our community.  Those who joined 

us were congregational members of 

multiple generations, our sister 

congregations (the Estonian Church 

and the Debtors to Our Savior), and 

The Reverends Bouman, Meyers, 

Olsen and Zarnke.  Bogota Mayor 

Christopher M. Kelemen proclaimed 

this day as “Trinity Evangelical 

Lutheran Church Day.” 

Through our social ministries, mission and 

community work, as well as our strong relationships with 

the community and other church congregations, Trinity 

Evangelical Lutheran Church and School continue on with 

its mission,  “ To provide a home in the love of Jesus Christ 

where all God’s children can be nurtured in worship and 

fellowship through the Word and Holy Sacraments, so that, 

under the leadership of the Holy Spirit, sharing the life of 

Jesus and His ministry of compassion and justice in our 

daily lives and ministries, we might grow in faith and 

numbers and proclaim God’s reign of love to all.” 

Troy Pulido, Council President 



In 1982 the members of Trinity Lutheran Church 

recognized a need in the community for quality 

Christian Pre-School education. To remedy the 

situation, they decided to open their Sunday 

school building for that purpose.  Beginning 

with three classes (3 yr. old’s , 4 years old’s and 

a Mommy and Me 

program), as the community 

changed so did the school.  

Over the years, new classes 

and programs were  added 

while others were removed.  

Mommy and Me eventually 

became an independent two-year-old class.  The 

addition of kindergarten and first grade in the 

early 1990’s allowed in enrollment to peak at 120 

students.  As parents began working more hours 

the school hours expanded to currently include 

early drop off and enrichment after the school 

day, along with a twelve month schedule.  The 

newest adventure is the inclusion of Universal 

Pre-school classes, which is a joint effort with 

the Bogota Board of Ed and the State of New 

Jersey. Thankfully over the years, we have seen 

our alumni flourish into adulthood with many 

excelling academically to the top of their classes 

in High School and even being named to the 

Dean’s list at their respective colleges. I truly 

believe this was made 

possible in part due to the 

solid Christian foundation 

given to them by our 

dedicated staff, (some of 

which have been here for 

over 20 years.) The Lord has 

truly blessed our school, staff and students over 

the years, and I am confident the future will be 

filled with many more blessings to come.   

 Diane E Occhiogrosso, TLS Board President 

One fun Fact to note: 

Several of our current students are second 

generation and with God’s continued blessing 

we may one day have third generation students 

able to enjoy our wonderful school. 

The School Board President, Diane Occhiogrosso, was asked by the Borough 
of Bogota to give some history about our lovely little school for the town’s 

newsletter! Check out the history as we celebrate the success and education 
of our students! 



Hello everyone! In order to keep our loved ones in prayer and to ask the Lord 

to intercede on their behalf, please place the name(s) of the person(s) whom 

you wish to keep on the prayer list on this sheet clearly and return it either in 

the Offering Plate or place in the church mailbox for the office. All names to 

be included on Sunday’s bulletins must be submitted by Fridays. Thank you! 

- Church Secretary 
 
 

Suggestion Box 
Have something you want to include in the newsletter? Maybe you have a page suggestion? Jot your 

ideas and events down and submit them to the Church Office! 
 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 



 

S
u

n
 

M
o

n
 

T
u

e 
W

ed
 

T
h

u
 

F
ri 

S
at 

 
1 T

roy ‘s 

B
irth

d
ay! 

2 
3 

4
 

In
d

ep
en

d
en

ce D
ay! 

D
ian

e’s  

B
irth

d
ay! 

5 
6 

7 9
:30

am
 W

orsh
ip

 

 

8 
9  

10
 

10
 

7p
m

 P
rayer M

eetin
g 

 

12 
13 

14
 

9
:30

am
 W

orsh
ip

 

B
ren

d
an

’s 

B
irth

d
ay! 

 

15 
16 

 

17 

E
u

n
ice’s 

B
irth

d
ay! 

18 

7p
m

 P
rayer M

eetin
g 

 

19 
20

 

21 

9
:30

am
 W

orsh
ip

 

22 
23 

 

24
 

25 

7p
m

 P
rayer M

eetin
g 

 

26 
27 

2
p

m
 S

isters in
 

C
h

rist 

28 

9
:30

am
 W

orsh
ip

 

 

29
 

30
 

3p
m

 B
lood

 D
rive  

31 
 

 
 

T
r
i
n

i
t
y

 
L

u
t
h

e
r
a

n
 
C

h
u

r
c

h
 

Ju
ly

 2
0

1
9

 



Trinity Lutheran Church 
167 Palisade Ave. 
Bogota, NJ 07603 

 

The Rev. Dr. Janet Blair, Vice Pastor 

Richard Tegtmeyer, Director of Music/Organist 

 

Church: 201-487-3576        

   School: 201-487-3580 

E-mail: secretary@tlcbogotanj.com 

Website: www.tlcbogotanj.org 


